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Your telegram No. 9 ^5: Laos. 

I saw Harriman this afternoon as he seems to "be in charge of 
all questions relating to Laos. I expressed to him your fears about 
the outcome of the coming talks between the three Princes. He 
said that he entirely shared them and we could take it that 
instructions had been sent to the United States Ambassador in 
Laos based on the assumption that Phoumi would be acting in bad 
faith during the meeting. 

2. The United States, were quite as anxious to see a successful 
outcome from the talks as we were and, indeed, they had even more 
at stake. He could tell me in the strictest confidence that their 
Ambassador had authority to withdraw all support from Phoumi at 
any moment he judged it necessary. ■ They were certainly not 
prepared to be put in the position of having to come to the 

Boun Oum* Government's rescue after it had turned down what seemed 
to them a reasonable proposition from the other side, but Harriman 
went on to explain that it was not just a question of pulling down 
Phoumi with the result that the whole country was rapidly occupied 
by the Pathet Lao. If he had to be dropped, they would have to 
substitute for the present Boun Oum Government a new non-Communist 
Government which would negotiate seriously with Souvanna Phouma and 
which, if the worst came to the worst, and it was the other side 
which displayed total bad faith, the Americans, and they hoped, we, 
too, could continue to support. 

3. The American Ambassador had the most comprehensive instructions 
to deal with all these eventualities and he would be asking for 
assistance, from our Ambassador at the appropriate moment, but if 
the Royal Laotian Government's bargaining position was not to be 
totally undermined, it was vitally important that for the moment 
the American Government's attitude to Phoumi should be confined to 
the smallest possible number of people. 


SECRET 


A. 



Washington telegram No. 3503 to Foreign Office 


A. As regards the connexion between the Thais and Phoumi, 
Harrjjnan said he had little doubt that Sarit was using his 
influence to prevent -any settlement in Laos since his objective 
was to bring about a partition of the country which would keep 
the Communists away from the Thai border. Harriman said that 
he would keep me immediately informed of any crisis in the talks 
in Vientiane and he would be only too anxious to have advice 
from us as to what we thought the Americans should do. 

5. I had the impression that Karrinan felt he had gone really 
too far in disclosing so much of the instructions which had been 
issued to their Ambassador and he stressed that it was most 
important that only those in London who really needed to know 
about them should be informed. I am not, therefore, repeating 
this telegram to other posts. 
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